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· All our newsletters, sports calendars and other circulars are available on our website – www.penryn.co.za
· SMS your comments, concerns, suggestions to 0734407576 (please note that this is for sms’ only – phone calls will not be responded to)
Dear Parents

From the Chaplain’s desk
Rick Warren, author of “The Purpose Driven Life” says that the 21st Century will challenge the churches to be healthy, rather than grow.  He says that healthy churches grow naturally.

Hopefully as we emphasise healing and transformation in RSA we shall see growth of the church universal in our land.  I think God’s Spirit is at work.  There is a trend in churches to focus on mission – reaching out.  This is so different to the old attitude of ‘come to us’.  Now more the church is going out into the world to win souls for Christ.

I pray that part of the requirements for the President’s Award and the Round Square will include mission work of some sort.  After all, Penryn aims for a holistic education to fully equip scholars to enter the adult world.

Rev Fred

From the Head’s desk
Scholars Executive Committee

We congratulate the following scholars who were elected by the College as the 2007 Penryn College Scholars Executive Council:

Libby Bell


Topaz Booysen

Sabine Brink

Patricia Chirwa

Kevin Coertzen

Matthew Fargher

Simon Gunn

Kara Lankers

Matthew Lutz

Olivia McMurray

Vicky Milne

Fezeka Ntuli

Camilla Paiva

Dominique Peel

Gregory Pingo

Rupert Robinson

Nikita Schurink

Gideon Stemmett

Esmarie Strydom

Graeme Tilly

Wouter van Rooyen

Graeme Wolfaard

Their Inauguration Ceremony will take place on Monday, 18 October where the Heads of School (Boy and Girl ), Head of LRC and the Heads of Houses and Heads of Committees will be announced.

Grades 8 – 11 Parent’s Evening
Parents evening will take place on Monday, 8th October from 17h00 through till 19h00.  This is the day before academic lessons begin and accommodates our boarding parents who are often not able to attend these evenings due to travelling constraints.  We encourage you as parents to use this as an opportunity to meet your child’s Teacher, Tutor and Head of House.  

The reports this term are marks based to give you an indication of how your child is doing academically.  Marks have been calculated in the following way:

· Grade 11
Formal Assessment

70%

Grade 10

Formal Assessment

60%
Non-Formal Assessment 
30%



Non-Formal Assessment
40%

· Grades 8 & 9
Formal Assessment

25%

Non-Formal Assessment
75%

(Formal Assessments are controlled tests and examinations and Non-Formal Assessments group work, assignments, portfolios etc.)

Building the future on a solid foundation – some insight into the development and delays at Penryn

In the recent past, we have talked quite a bit about the future structure of Penryn and the facilities that we have been planning in this regard.  We felt that it was important to give you an update of where we are with the process given the apparent lack of progress around campus

Of the major projects, the building of a new Penreach Block, the construction of a new Foundation Phase (Grade 00 – Grade 3) and the consequent freeing up of space within the school for a cultural centre, science laboratories and a new computer science centre, the building of two new fields below the present Shonalonga Oval, fencing the school, building workshops, building offices and building new netball courts (thereby allowing us to resurface the tennis courts) are all still on track, but have been delayed.  There has been a great deal of discussion in the Facilities and Development Committee under the Chairmanship of Chris Kotze but unfortunately, due to factors beyond our control the delays remain.

The major cause of the delay is uncertainty about the shape and function of the area surrounding the entrance of the College.  With the developments of Boschrand Heights and the change in shape of the entrance road, major discussion has taken place about where in fact the new entrance to the development will be.  At first this was envisaged as being where it presently is, but this has now changed to a site approximately 300m to the west.  As you come down the main drive to the College after passing through the present entrance gate, you will notice a large flat rock with some pretty Acacias on the right hand side.  This is to become the focus of a traffic circle that has an off-ramp to a new set of entrance gates more or less corresponding with the present Eagle Gates.

This clearly has implications on the siting of buildings within the College itself, and until this has been finalised we wait to finalise our plans in turn.

The other factor affecting the progress of these projects is the present siting of a homestead on our property, which was originally built for Hall’s pensioners.  This is to be moved to a new site with the development of Boschrand Heights.  At this stage, however, we are unable to proceed with the building of the new fields (situated in the same area) and with the fence.

Despite the above frustrations we have proceeded with those aspects unaffected by outside factors.  The pool precinct is a prime example of this.  Not only was the pool itself resurfaced, but it has been heated and fenced and we have built a number of storm water canals around it to stop mud from washing into the area when we have heavy rain.  These have also been built around the courts in preparation for their resurfacing.

We have also started with the paving of the remaining sections of unpaved roads and you may have noticed that the area around the entrance down to Kiaat hostel is presently being paved.  You may also have noticed that some major maintenance projects have been undertaken and the two largest roofs in the College have been painted – those on the administrative block and the D & T Block.  The Library, incidentally, is half completed.

I thank you for your patience in this regard, and continue to look forward to the work that will undoubtedly enhance the College.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries.

Community Hall
For those of you who remember the building was built with a great deal of suggestion and input from stakeholders, with parents in the lead.  Due to the facilitative nature of the College, these suggestions were put into practice and have resulted in a fine facility indeed.  I do not believe it is complete yet and a number of suggestions have been made about how this may be achieved, and I look forward to the day that this happens.

Despite this, however, the building has been recognized by the Mpumalanga Institute of Architects as an outstanding example of architecture in the Province and was one of two buildings to achieve a merit award.  What a privilege and an achievement for a school to be recognized for its architecture.  This incidentally is the second citation we have received, the first being for the Chapel.  Well done to Dietrich Ungerer and thank you for the recognition that we have received – what a pleasure.

Lockers

For some time now we have been debating the building of lockers at Penryn and how these should be financed.  After discussion at the PPA and the Facilities and Development Committee the go-ahead has been given to the Architect the go-ahead to design lockers.  These will be grade specific eventually and will be manned by 24-hours closed-circuit cameras.  

Scholars news

Congratulations to the following Penryn College Scholars who were invited to be part of the Gala Evening at the Standard Bank Eisteddfod:

Tessa Ware (Classical Music Vocal and Vocal); Nathi Khoza (Light Music and Vocal); Ludwig Spies (Monologue) Nicole Ferri (Hip Hop); Katie Hall, Gaby McMurray and Roxanne Borrageiro (Vocal) and Nikita Schurink, Laura Burden, Carmen Walters, Monique Walters and Angelique Potgieter (Ballet);
Congratulations to:

· René Niemand who qualfifed for the Mpumalanga Gymnastics Team which will participate in the SA Championships during the holidays;

· Refentje Mashao who was placed first in the Chess Top 20 U/16 age group;

· Boys Sunday Hockey League who finished first in the Mens Second League;

· Celia Sutton and Bronwen Hunt whose posters for the “Praat Afrikaans” competition have been selected for the final round

Sports Results

Penryn 1st vs Lydenburg 
 Penryn won by 91 runs.  This places them in line for Provincial play-offs which will take place next term.  Well done boys.

Important Dates to diarise
Please see your child’s report for dates.

Have a wonderful break with your children taking the time to catch your breath before the final stretch.

Traveling mercies for all who will be on the road.

Sincerely

Greg Theron
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