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1 June 2020 

 

Dear Penryn Family, 

As we informed you all last week, we were due to open campus for our Grade 7 and 12 scholars from 

today, 1 June 2020. 

However, over the weekend, there was a huge amount of uncertainty around whether in fact schools 

could open for these grades today. The Minister of Education was due to announce the decision at 

6pm Sunday evening. This was postponed to today at 11am. The DBE then released a statement last 

night to say all schools may only reopen on Monday 8 June 2020. 

We have now received confirmation from ISASA and NAISA together with a formal memo from 

Minister of Education to confirm that Independent schools may proceed to open this week for Grade 

7 and 12 scholars only. As such, and because Penryn is fully Covid 19 complaint, we will begin “on 

campus” classes for our Grade 7 and 12 scholars’ tomorrow, Tuesday 2 June 2020, as was planned 

and communicated to you last week. Permits to travel to and from school will be required and these 

will be sent to all Grade 7 and Grade 12 parents today and hard copies given to scholars at school 

tomorrow.  

We have also been advised by ISASA, that it is very likely that we will be able to allow a phased return 

of other grades, hopefully from next week onwards. This is NOT official yet. As such we will only 

communicate the dates when other grades will return to campus once we receive the formal approval 

to do so from ISASA. We hope to have this approval in the next day or two. 

We truly apologise for all the confusion caused over the weekend by the circumstances beyond our 

control. May I assure you that our decision not to open today was taken after consultations with 

numerous schools, including St Stithians who are represented on the Penryn Council. All the 

Independent schools we consulted, including St Stithians, decided to remain closed today. 

Thank you all for your patience. We look forward to welcoming our Grade 7 and 12’s to school 

tomorrow morning. 

Best wishes 

 

 

Grant Williams 


